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Dear Friends,
 
We are thrilled to have you join us for BalletX’s first-ever 
performance series at The Suzanne Roberts Theatre!

 It’s been almost two years since we last 
performed on the Avenue of the Arts, and we are overjoyed 
to be here presenting Matthew Neenan’s Sunset, o639 
Hours, featuring an unforgettable musical score by Rosie 
Langabeer, Andrew Mars, Josh Machiz, and Isaac Stanford. 

 This iconic story ballet truly celebrates the 
human spirit, beautifully capturing moments of love, loss, 

joy, sorrow, courage, and our innate desire for connection. Like so many of you, it was 
the experiences of connection and community that we missed most over the last 18 
months, and we are so grateful for the opportunity to be here together again, sharing 
this wonderful ballet.   In early August, BalletX returned to the Vail Dance 
Festival as Company in Residence. It was incredible to perform at this prestigious 
festival alongside some of the world’s greatest dancers, and we were honored to be 
there representing our hometown of Philadelphia. We also recently made our first 
appearance at Ballet Sun Valley in Sun Valley, Idaho, which was absolutely 
unforgettable.   And speaking of touring, California, North Carolina, Texas, 
New York, Florida, and Alabama are just a few of the places that BalletX will be 
visiting this season! Go to www.BalletX.org/on-tour to stay up-to-date on all of 
BalletX’s pop ups and tour dates, and be sure to tell your friends if we’re heading to 
their hometown.   Mark your calendars for BalletX’s first-ever collaboration 
with the Philadelphia Chamber Music Society, happening January 8-9 at The Kimmel 
Center, where we will perform Matthew Neenan’s Increasing (2014) and Credo (2017) 
alongside the Calidore Quartet and cellist Zlatomir Fung. Learn more at www.
pcmsconcerts.org/concerts.   I’m excited to announce that Basic-level 
membership to our digital streaming platform, BalletX Beyond, is now free for all 
BalletX supporters who donate $150+ a year! BalletX Beyond members have exclusive 
access to over 20 dance films, behind-the-scenes content, and new projects released 
this season. For more information, visit www.BalletX.org/join-balletx-beyond.  

 With a mixture of sadness and joy, we say a heartfelt farewell to company 
dancer Chloe Perkes, who retired from BalletX in 2021. A consummate artist, Chloe's 
generous spirit, endless curiosity, and innate love of movement leave an indelible 
mark on the entire BalletX community. We wish Chloe, her husband Ammon, and their 
baby Oscar love and happiness as they move to the West Coast to be closer to family.  

 As always, I want to say a huge thank you to the incredible BalletX Board of 
Directors for their vision, support, and leadership, and I want to extend a very special 
welcome to our newest Board member, Bradley Frey. And of course, thank you to each 
and every one of you for your belief in BalletX. Your generosity and commitment to 
the arts and the city of Philadelphia inspire us daily. We couldn’t do it without you!

With love and gratitude,

Christine Cox
Artistic & Executive Director
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Beyond
BalletX

Your passport 
to dance

Learn More and Start Watching → 
www.BalletX.org/beyond

Join BalletX Beyond, your virtual 
subscription to world premiere ballet, 
to experience over 20 new dance 
films that show Philadelphia through 
the eyes of choreographers and 
filmmakers from around the world.

BalletX
BalletX, Philadelphia’s premier contemporary ballet, 
commissions choreographers from around the world to 
create new ballets that are “fresh, inclusive, and connect to 
what people want.” Philadelphia Citizen

Founded in 2005 by Christine Cox and Matthew Neenan, BalletX is led by Cox as 
Artistic & Executive Director and has produced 105 world premiere ballets by over 60 
choreographers, a record “few companies can match,” according to The New York 
Times. BalletX has been hailed as an “epicenter of creation” (Dance Magazine) and a 
“place of choreographic innovation” (The New Yorker), putting Philadelphia on the map 
as an international destination for contemporary ballet. The company has 
commissioned works by such world-renowned artists as Nicolo Fonte, Annabelle Lopez 
Ochoa, Jorma Elo, Darrell Grand Moultrie, and Jodie Gates, to name a few, and our 
repertoire includes five full-length, original story ballets that signal an exciting new 
direction for the field.  With the support of our donors, subscribers, and ticket 
buyers, BalletX has grown to reach over 150,000 audiences nationwide through 
performance seasons, free Pop Ups across Philadelphia, and extensive touring to such 
prestigious venues as Vail Dance Festival, The John F. Kennedy Center, The Joyce 
Theater, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, New York City Center, and Belgrade Dance 
Festival, where the company had the honor of being hosted at the U.S. Embassy by the 
United States Ambassador to Serbia.  BalletX has reached over 2,000 
Philadelphia public school students through our in-school education program, Dance 
eXchange, and countless patrons through our audience engagement initiative, The 
X-Process. In spring of 2018, the company deepened our community impact with the 
opening of our first-ever artistic and administrative home, the Center for World 
Premiere Choreography, at 1923 Washington Avenue in Philadelphia. At the Center, we 
are finding new ways to inspire our community through choreographer workshops, 
artist Q&As, and open rehearsals.  BalletX’s impact is made possible by the 
generosity of our incredible supporters and donors, including the Alphadyne 
Foundation, William Penn Foundation, Wyncote Foundation, Shubert Foundation, Anne 
M. & Philip H. Glatfelter Family Foundation, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, 
Barra Foundation, Princess Grace Foundation, Zeldin Family Foundation, Leo Model 
Foundation, Smukler-Lasch Lead Trust, Suzanne Roberts Cultural Development Fund, 
The Lida Foundation, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, Philadelphia Cultural Fund, 
National Endowment for the Arts, and PECO, among many others.

To learn more about BalletX’s programming and dancers, named "among America's 
best" by The New York Times, follow us on BalletX.org and social media.

@balletx.official @BalletX.Official @BalletX
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Christine Cox co-founded BalletX, Philadelphia’s premier 
contemporary ballet, with Matthew Neenan in 2005. The 
BalletX team has produced over 100 world premiere ballets by 
renowned and emerging choreographers from around the 
world, reaching more than 150,000 dance patrons.  
Under her leadership as Artistic & Executive Director, the 

company has performed at prestigious national stages including The Joyce Theater, 
Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival, The Kennedy Center, and Vail Dance Festival.  
Throughout her tenure, Cox has committed BalletX to expanding dance’s vocabulary for 
all audiences, promoting initiatives that make contemporary ballet accessible and 
welcoming to new audiences. In 2013, she and her team launched The X-Process, an 
engagement program that invites audience members to participate in pre-show 
conversations with choreographers, an interactive lecture series about contemporary 
ballet, and open rehearsals. Through the Dance eXchange education program, she has 
partnered with elementary schools from the Philadelphia School District to 
emphasize dance as a means to promote self-confidence and acquire valuable life skills, 
reaching more than 2,000 local students in its first six years. In December 2016, Cox led 
a TEDx Talk at the George School about innovation in the field of contemporary ballet, 
from the art form’s historical traditions to today’s world of evolving definitions and 
globalization.  Cox has prioritized making both artistic and civic connections 
as a leader in her Philadelphia community. As an arts leader, she has served on review 
panels for the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation and New Jersey State Council on 
the Arts. She currently sits on the Advisory Board of the Philadelphia Arts & Business 
Council, and is a member of the Forum of Executive Women. For her work as a 
choreographer, educator, and performer, Christine has been recognized with two 
Rocky Awards for Outstanding Achievement in the Arts, as well as fellowships from 
the Independence Foundation and Pennsylvania Council on the Arts.  Cox 
was a full-time company member with the Pennsylvania Ballet from 1993 until her 
retirement from the stage in 2006. She trained in classical ballet at the Pennsylvania 
Ballet School and continued at the Performing Arts School of Philadelphia, spending 
summer sessions at the Joffrey and San Francisco Ballet schools. Some of her 
featured roles included Rum and Coca Cola in Paul Taylor’s Company B, Vortex in Alvin 
Ailey’s The River; Choleric in George Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments, Eve in 
Margo Sappington’s Rodin, Mis En Vie the Cowgirl in Agnes DeMille’s Rodeo, and 
principal female roles in Jerome Robbins’ Fancy Free and The Concert. During this 
time, Cox served for ten years as the rehearsal assistant of the children’s corps for 
Pennsylvania Ballet’s annual production of Balanchine’s The Nutcracker. Prior to 
joining the Pennsylvania Ballet, she danced with BalletMet (Columbus, OH), as a guest 
artist with Ballet Hispanico (New York, NY), and with the American Repertory Ballet 
(Princeton, NJ). Cox is the proud mother of two young boys, Warren and Wesley.

 ARTISTIC & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHRISTINE COX
Tara Keating began her training at the age of seven at Pioneer 
Valley Ballet in Northampton, Massachusetts. She received her 
BFA in Dance at the Juilliard School, under the direction of 
Benjamin Harkarvy. While there, she was awarded the Jerome L. 
Greene Fellowship and the ‘Most Outstanding Dance Major’ 
award from the National Dance Association. She has danced 

professionally with American Repertory Ballet, “Tharp!,” and as a soloist with the 
Pennsylvania Ballet. Throughout her career she has originated roles in world premieres 
by such renowned choreographers as Jorma Elo, Jodie Gates, Annabelle Lopez Ochoa, 
Trey McIntyre, Matthew Neenan, Helen Pickett, Septime Webre, and Christopher 
Wheeldon, among others. In 2005, she became a founding member of BalletX, and 
danced in nearly every performance until her retirement in 2012. She has staged 
numerous ballets on BalletX, and has set Neenan’s work on Pennsylvania Ballet, 
Milwaukee Ballet, Oregon Ballet Theatre, Nevada Ballet Theatre, SUNY at Purchase 
College and Bucknell University. Tara was the Producing Director in 2006 and 2007  
for Shut Up and Dance, an annual benefit for MANNA, created by the Dancers of 
Pennsylvania Ballet. She was also the recipient of a 2002 City Paper Choice Award.  
Tara served as BalletX’s Artistic Coordinator and Ballet Mistress from 2011 to 2013,  
and was named Associate Artistic Director in February 2014.

 ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

 TARA KEATING

Don’t Miss Out
JOIN our email list to stay informed about the latest BalletX performances, 
events, and so much more. All new subscribers receive an exclusive 
15% discount at the BalletX Merch Shop ≥ BalletX.org/signup

FOLLOW us on social media

DONATE to support fresh, innovative world premiere ballet and making 
dance accessible throughout Philadelphia ≥ BalletX.org/donate
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SCENES

SUNSET, O639 HOURS
BALLETX PREMIERE, 2014
CHOREOGRAPHER AND CO-CREATOR: Matthew Neenan

COMPOSER, LYRICS, AND CO-CREATOR: Rosie Langabeer

COMPOSITION AND LYRICS: Andrew Mars

COMPOSITION AND PEDAL STEEL GUITAR: Isaac Stanford

COMPOSITION AND BASS: Josh Machiz

SET DESIGNER: Maiko Matsushima

ASSOCIATE SCENIC DESIGNER: Colin McIlvaine

LIGHTING DESIGNER: Drew Billiau

SOUND DESIGNER: Nick Kourtides

COSTUME DESIGNER: Christine Darch

INSTRUMENT INVENTOR: Neil Feather

SCENERY FABRICATION: Steven Weber / Method Craft Design

DANCERS: Shawn Cusseaux, Jonah Delgado, Francesca Forcella, 
Savannah Green, Zachary Kapeluck, Blake Krapels, Skyler Lubin, 
Ashley Simpson, Pete Leo Walker, Andrea Yorita

MUSICIANS:

Josh Machiz | Composition, Bass, Sousaphone, Synth, Percussion, 
Magnapooters, Vibrawheel, Anaplum, Vocals, Voice of George

Alexandra Day | Vocals, Piano, Synth, Clarinet, Percussion, Magnapooters, 
Anaplum, Baritone Ukulele, Samplers, Voice of Sir John Thomas

Isaac Stanford | Composition, Steel Guitar, Guitar, Trumpet, Drums, 
Soprano Ukulele, Vocals

Tara Middleton | Vocals, Piccolo, Violin, Synth, Cabasa, Kazoo, Bird Whistle, 
Magnapooters, Samplers, Voice of Francis Elizabeth

Archival recording provided by Sound Archives NGA Taonga Korero

Piano Rental by Cunningham Piano Company, King of Prussia, PA

 DANCE PROGRAM 

On January 2, 1938, American pilot Captain Edwin Musick embarked on a historic flight 
- the inaugural airmail service between New Zealand and the United States. Piloting 
the Samoan Clipper, one of Pan American’s Sikorsky S-42B flying boats, Musick and six 
crew members traversed 4,000 miles of open ocean. From Auckland they stopped in 
Pago Pago in American Samoa, and again at Kingman Reef, then on to Honolulu, where 
a connecting flight completed the mail run to San Francisco. On June 11, 1938, Captain 
Musick and his crew departed again for New Zealand, carrying mail from the United 
States. Shortly after taking off from Pago Pago, the last point before New Zealand, the 
Samoan Clipper tragically exploded mid-air in a blast that could be heard for miles. 
The ocean was littered with oil, burnt mail, and wreckage. The bodies of the captain 
and his crew were never recovered, and the airmail service was suspended until July 
1940. Sunset, o639 Hours brings to life this obscure, significant story in a dreamlike 
narrative that follows each leg of Musick’s journey. It is a story of bravery, love, loss, 
and longing set in the pre-World War II cabaret days of the South Pacific, celebrating 
the daring accomplishments of an early aviation hero and his crew who sacrificed  
their lives for human connection.

ACT ONE

I. December 26, 1937: The Samoan Clipper flies to Auckland, New Zealand
II. The Prime Minister of New Zealand welcomes Captain Musick and his Crew
III. Letter from Francis Elizabeth in San Francisco, CA to William in Auckland, NZ
IV. December 31, 1937: New Year’s Eve
V. People, Birds, and Planes
VI. January 2, 1938: The Inaugural Cross-Pacific Airmail Flight Departs for Samoa
VII. Letter from The Native Land Titles Administration in New Zealand to Mrs. Ele’ele 
Hinatea Huihana Tuitama in Samoa
VIII. January 2, 1938: Landing in Pago Pago, Samoa

ACT TWO

I. January 3, 1938: Crew Refuels in Samoa
II. January 4, 1938: Flight to Honolulu, Hawaii
III. January 5, 1938: A Week Off in Honolulu
IV. Captain Musick Yearns for his Wife
V. Letter from George in Honolulu, HI to Shirley in New Zealand
VI. January 11, 1938: Captain Musick’s Final Flight
VII. An Ocean of Ghosts

Support for BalletX is provided in part by the Philadelphia Cultural Fund and National Endowment for the Arts.

BalletX receives state arts funding support through a grant from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, 
a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

SYNOPSIS

1 5  M I N U T E  I N T E R M I S S I O N
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CHOREOGRAPHER AND CO-CREATOR

MATTHEW NEENAN
Matthew Neenan began his dance training at the Boston Ballet School and with noted 
teachers Nan C. Keating and Jacqueline Cronsberg. He later attended the LaGuardia High 
School of Performing Arts and the School of American Ballet in New York. From 1994-2007, 
Matthew danced with the Pennsylvania Ballet where he performed numerous principal roles 
in the classical, contemporary, and Balanchine repertoire. From 2007-2020, Matthew was 
named Choreographer in Residence at the Pennsylvania Ballet where he created 20 ballets. 
Matthew’s choreography has been featured and performed by The New York City Ballet, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, The Washington Ballet, Ballet West, Ballet Met, Colorado Ballet, 
Ballet Memphis, Milwaukee Ballet, Oregon Ballet Theatre, Tulsa Ballet, OKC Ballet, Kansas 
City Ballet, BODYTRAFFIC, Juilliard Dance, and USC Kaufman School of Dance, among 
many others. He has received numerous awards and grants for his choreography, including 
from the National Endowment of the Arts, Dance Advance funded by the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, the Choo San Goh Foundation, and the Independence Foundation. In 2006, Matthew 
received the New York City Ballet’s Choreographic Institute’s Fellowship Initiative Award. In 
2008, he received a fellowship from the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, marking his 
fourth time receiving the PCA fellowship. He was also the first recipient of the Jerome 
Robbins NEW Program Fellowship for his work At the border for Pennsylvania Ballet. In June 
2019, he directed the Contemporary Ballet Program at Jacob’s Pillow. In 2005, Matthew 
co-founded BalletX with fellow dancer Christine Cox.

COMPOSER AND CO-CREATOR

ROSIE LANGABEER
Rosie Langabeer is a composer, pianist, and band leader from Aotearoa, New Zealand. With 
an output as eclectic as ranging from composing for string quartet, to ballet music, to free 
improvisation, to experimental big band, and much much more, her wonderfully honest voice 
will make you want to cry, and then sprinkle in some robot-bird-monsters. The New York Times 
has praised her surrealism and time-bending abilities, which she earned through collaborations 
with many incredible musicians and companies including BalletX and Pig Iron Theatre 
Company. Her recent projects include a a score for the invented instruments of Neil Feather 
and chamber ensemble to be premiered by Wellington’s new music heavyweights STROMA 
in July 2021, and a monthly variety show in Wellington, New Zealand hosted by experimental 
artists called "the best most happiest fun sexy cabaret of good fortune and prosperity 2021."

COMPOSITION AND LYRICS

ANDREW MARS
Andrew Mars is a songwriter, anthropologist, and addiction outreach activist. They are a 
pioneer of singing in non-gendered ways and their work as Settled Arrows has been called 
elegiac and wisdom pop by WXPN. They are a published essayist discussing ableism in the 
arts, equity, and the creative process as resistance and spiritual practice. Their music has 
been featured in film and radio around the world. They have worked with Pauline Oliveros, 
The Meredith Monk Ensemble, and many other luminaries of improvised classical music. 
They hold a degree in Anthropology and Comparative Religion from Ithaca College as well 
as a degree in Neuromuscular Therapy. They love this piece and are glad the world is still 
discovering this beautiful work. They dedicate this music to the memory of their 
grandparents, George and Shirley Tkach.

COMPOSITION AND PERFORMER

JOSH MACHIZ
Josh Machiz is a Philadelphia-based musician, comedian, and composer who's been 
confusing and delighting audiences across North America for over two decades. He's a 
two-time Barrymore Award Winner and co-recipient of an American Composers Forum Grant. 
He's collaborated with Mickey Roker, Uri Caine, Bearded Ladies Cabaret, Wilma Theater, 
BalletX, Opera Philadelphia, and Pig Iron Theatre Company. He's currently a member of TJ 
Kong & the Atomic Bomb, Arcana New Music Ensemble, and Dirty Dollhouse. The New York 
Times described his music as “What the mail sounds like.” CBS called TJ Kong “entertainingly 
unhinged.” dosage Magazine calls him "Philadelphia's giant musical force." The Charm City 
Comedy Festival describes him as “Surrealist Stand-up Comedy.” Josh's music has been 
featured on NPR's Jazz Night in America, and his comedy is featured on Amazon Prime. He's 
performed at Lincoln Center, Joyce Theater, 92nd Street Y, and the Guggenheim.

COMPOSITION AND PERFORMER

ISAAC STANFORD
Isaac Stanford plays the pedal steel, lap steel, and dobro in several projects around the 
Philadelphia area. His instrumental Hawaiian-inspired quintet, Slowey and the Boats, 
keeps an active playing schedule and can be found at tiki bars and luaus throughout the 
region. Isaac also works as a 7th grade teacher in the Cheltenham School District, where 
he has taught social studies for the past 15 years.

PERFORMER

ALEXANDRA DAY
Alexandra Day studied classical piano at Messiah College, and classical voice at Temple 
University. She received the honor of singing the national anthem and the alma mater at 
Temple’s 2006 Commencement Exercises. Since then, she has had a diverse and vibrant 
performance career: As a pianist-singer-songwriter, she has released three albums, and 
has toured from Boston to New Orleans, as well as in the Caribbean. She also sings 
regularly with jazz combos, and is in her 18th year as a wedding singer, performing all 
genres of popular music. This is her first production with BalletX.

PERFORMER

TARA MIDDLETON
Tara Middleton is a 2019 Pew Fellowship nominated vocalist, violinist, and lyricist, and winner 
of the 2021 A2IM Libera Award. Currently, she is the vocalist for the world-renowned Sun Ra 
Arkestra. She also leads her own ensemble, Jupiter Blue. In the 1990s, Tara co-founded The 
Foundations Singers, an African folk a cappella trio that garnered wide acclaim. Since then, 
she has performed as a featured vocalist incorporating a broad range of styles, from 
straight-ahead jazz, Portuguese Brazilian, Afro-Cuban/Caribbean, and Operatic avant-garde. 
Most recently she has worked as a vocalist, instrumentalist, and recording artist with 
Bowerbird's Arcana New Music Ensemble and Philadelphia Jazz Project. In 2019 Tara was 
commissioned by BalletX to co-compose the ballet Twelve Bells, and she has collaborated 
with Nick Millevoi's Desertion Trio to rave reviews in Rolling Stone magazine. Tara’s most 
recent work can be heard on the newly released Grammy-acknowledged Sun Ra Arkestra 
album, Swirling, in which she wrote the lyrics for the title track.
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LIGHTING DESIGNER

DREW BILLIAU
Drew Billiau’s lighting designs include Red Eye to Havre de Grace at New York Theater 
Workshop; Zombie Strippers for NYMTF; Cherokee and Bootycandy for The Wilma 
Theater; Tea: A Mirror of Soul for Vancouver Opera; The Magic Flute for Pittsburgh 
Opera; The Train Driver, Hamlet, and Henry V for Lantern Theater Company; La 
Boheme, Carmen, Turandot, Fidelio, Porgy and Bess, and Madame Butterfly for Opera 
Philadelphia; The Melting Bridge, Flamingo Winnebago, and Whale Optics for Lucidity 
Suitcase; Abduction of Seraglio for Teatri of Treviso; Red Speedo, Cock, Iron, and The 
English Bride for Theatre Exile; Fatebook and Prom for New Paradise Laboratories; 
Charlotte’s Web, Frog and Toad, and All My Sons for Arden Theatre Company; and 
Sunset, o639 Hours, Beautiful Decay, Instant God, The Last Glass, Risk of Flight, and 
Silt for BalletX. Drew is the Technical Project Manager at Opera Philadelphia and an 
Associate Designer in the corporate lighting firm Fine Design Associates.

COSTUME DESIGNER

CHRISTINE DARCH
Christine Darch designs and builds costumes for choreographers Jorma Elo, Nicolo 
Fonte, Gabrielle Lamb, Edwaard Liang, Amy Seiwert, and many more. Ms. Darch has 
been commissioned by Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Ballet West, Atlanta 
Ballet, Houston Ballet, Pennsylvania Ballet, Israel Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, and 
Washington Ballet, among others. She is the resident costume designer for 
Complexions Contemporary Ballet. Current projects include Julia Adam’s new work 
for Colorado Ballet, Dwight Rhoden’s new work for Atlanta Ballet, Matthew Neenan’s 
new work for Parsons Dance, and Yin Yue’s new work for Philadelphia Ballet.

SOUND DESIGNER

NICK KOURTIDES
Nick Kourtides designs for musical theatre and creates sound environments for 
collaborative ensemble works. New York: The Object Lesson (BAM Next Wave), Elephant 
Room (St. Ann’s), Our Aeneid (Red Bull), Carson McCullers Talks About Love (Rattlestick), 
Jomama Jones * RADIATE (Soho Rep), Chekhov Lizardbrain (Ohio). International: Lublin 
Konfrontacje Teatralne, Paris Quartier d’Ete, London Barbican, Edinburgh Festival. 
Regional: McCarter Theatre, Wilma Theater, Center Theatre Group, Folger Theatre, 
Milwaukee Rep, La Jolla Playhouse, Philadelphia Theatre Company, Walnut Street 
Theatre, Prince Music Theater, 1812 Productions, Azuka Theatre, Inis Nua, Passage 
Theatre, Arden Theatre, and many others. Ensemble works with Pig Iron Theatre 
Company: Cankerblossom, Isabella, Chekhov Lizardbrain, Mission to Mercury. With 
Rainpan43: The Object Lesson, Elephant Room, Flesh and Blood & Fish and Fowl. Nick 
was the Visiting Instructor in Sound Design at Swarthmore College in 2010, and received 
Philadelphia’s Barrymore Award in 2006.

SET DESIGNER

MAIKO MATSUSHIMA
Maiko Matsushima designs for theatre, dance, opera, and film in New York and regional 
theatres. Most recently her designs have been seen at The Wilma Theater: My Wonderful 
Day, Proliferation of the Imagination, and The Understudy. Her other recent designs 
include Twelfth Night (Pig Iron Theatre Company) in 2011, Takes (Nichole Canuso Dance 
Company), Chicken (Charlotte Ford) in 2010 at Philadelphia Live Arts Festival, THIS 
(Playwrights Horizons, NY), Rescue Me (Ohio Theatre, NY), Enjoy (59E59, NY), Welcome to 
Yuba City (Pig Iron Theatre Company), More (Headlong Dance Theatre), The Children of 
Vonderly (Classic Stage Company, NY), Adding Machine, Suitcase, or those that resemble 
flies from a distance (La Jolla Playhouse, CA), Brooklyn Bridge (Children’s Theatre 
Company, MN), Bomb-itty of Errors (The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, MO), So Close, Year 
of the baby, Cat’s Paw (Soho Rep, NY), El Paso Blue (Theatre Row, NY), We Sink As We Run 
(Dixon Place, NY), and many others. She has also worked as an associate costume 
designer on Broadway productions such as Spring Awakening, Radio Golf, Lestat, 
Assassins, Good Body and Pacific Overtures, and Wicked in Japan.

INSTRUMENT INVENTOR

NEIL FEATHER
Sound Mechanic Neil Feather has been creating radical and unusual musical 
instruments since 1970 and is increasingly known as one of the most original musical 
thinkers of his day. His instruments each embody uniquely clever acoustic and 
engineering principles, and are visually arresting. The music he plays on the 
instruments is equally original, embodying new principles and resulting in a nearly 
alien idiom of music. Feather was a founding member of the Red Room Collective and 
the High Zero Foundation, a group committed to the presentation of experimental and 
improvised music. Some of his major music projects are The Official Project, Thus, 
Aerotrain, Elephantitans, and Mugwump. Feather’s work has always been fully rooted in 
art and music together in concept, execution, and performance. His deep involvement 
with Baltimore’s experimental music community compliments his wide international 
acclaim. He won the 2014 Sondheim Art Prize and the 2014 Trawick Art Prize. He was 
included in a major exhibition “Art or Sound” in the 2014 Venice Biennale.
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DANCER SAVANNAH  
GREEN

Savannah Green was born and raised in New York City, where she attended LaGuardia High 
School for Performing Arts as a Dance Major and Manhattan Youth Ballet on a full merit 
scholarship. She studied at Manhattan Youth Ballet on a full merit scholarship, performing 
featured roles in professional level repertoire including George Balanchine’s Stars & Stripes, 
Emeralds, and Serenade, as well as Jerome Robbins’ Interplay. Savannah graduated from 
University of California, Santa Barbara in 2017 with a BFA in Dance and a minor in Political 
Science. In her final year at UCSB, she was a member of the Student Dance Company and 
spent the year touring internationally and performing works by José Limón, Andrea Miller, 
and Anna Halprin, among others. Savannah worked with Buglisi Dance Theater, performing 
new works in New York City and the Kaatsbaan International Dance Center. Savannah joined 
BalletX in 2020.

DANCER ZACHARY  
KAPELUCK

Zachary Kapeluck hails from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he received his early 
training at Southwest Ballet and Pittsburgh Ballet Theater. He trained at The Juilliard 
School and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago’s Summer Intensives, and in the summer of 
2011, he worked as a guest artist with Mary Miller Dance in Pittsburgh in a project titled 
Confluence. He graduated with a BFA in Dance from Point Park University, where he had 
the opportunity to perform works by such choreographers as George Balanchine, 
Gerald Arpino, Toru Shimazaki, Kevin Iega Jeff, Val Caniparoli, Jessica Lang, and 
Alejandro Cerrudo. He received training there from Doug Bentz, Kiesha Lalama, 
Garfield Lemonius, and Dana Arey. Zachary joined BalletX in 2013.

DANCER BLAKE  
KRAPELS

Blake Krapels, a 2011 United States Presidential Scholar in the Arts, trained in New Jersey 
under the tutelage of Billy Larson and Jamie Salmon. In 2015, Blake graduated with a BFA 
in dance from The Juilliard School, where he performed repertoire by William Forsythe, 
Merce Cunningham, Elliot Feld, Jose Limon, and Peter Chu. In addition to his core training 
at school, Blake participated in Summer Intensives at Nederlands Dans Theatre (2014, 
2016) and Springboard Danse Montreal (2013). Since graduating, he has danced for The 
Metropolitan Opera, Keigwin & Company, GroundWorks Dance Theatre, Emery LeCrone 
Dance, and Konverjdans. Blake launched Alpha, a dance theater company, with two of his 
Juilliard classmates Michael Marquez and Gemma Bender. They curated their world 
premiere as a part of Cleveland DanceWorks 2017. Blake joined BalletX in 2018.

DANCER SHAWN 
CUSSEAUX

Shawn Cusseaux is an emerging performing artist hailing from Tampa Bay, Florida, 
where he attended Pinellas County Center for the Arts at Gibbs High School. He 
continued his studies in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania at the Conservatory of Performing 
Arts at Point Park University, where he received his Bachelors of Fine Arts in Dance. 
During this time, he was given opportunities to perform works by Garfield Lemonious, 
Jae Man Joo, Kiesha Lalama, Jennifer Archibald, Jose Limon, Jason Mcdole, Amy Hall 
Garner, Robert Priorie, Edwaard Liang, and Camille A. Brown. Shawn joined BalletX in 
2020. 

DANCER JONAH 
DELGADO

Jonah Delgado  graduated from Marymount Manhattan College in 2019. His formative 
dance training began with The Academy of Dance Arts, in Illinois. During his time in college 
he guested with Visceral Dance Chicago, Martha Graham Dance Company, and Illinois 
Ballet Theatre. After graduating from college, Jonah joined Aspen Santa Fe Ballet. Jonah 
joined BalletX in 2021. 

DANCER FRANCESCA 
FORCELLA

Francesca Forcella began her training with her aunt, Gina Forcella, at Dance Stop 
Education Center in New Jersey, and then later focused on her ballet training with 
Risa Kaplowitz and Susan Jaffe at Princeton Dance and Theater in Princeton, New 
Jersey. Prior to joining BalletX, she worked with Houston Ballet II, Washington Ballet 
Studio Company, and Los Angeles’ American Contemporary Ballet. In 2011, she 
represented Houston Ballet at the International Youth Dance Festival in Budapest, 
Hungary, and in 2012, she was a recipient of a Helen Hayes Award for her work in 
Imagination Stage’s production of The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe. In 2015, 
Francesca briefly returned to guest with the Washington Ballet in Swan Lake under her 
former artistic director, Septime Webre. Francesca joined BalletX in 2013.



DANCE FELLOW TARAJA  
HUDSON

DANCE FELLOW ANNIKA  
KUO

Annika Kuo trained at Princeton Ballet School, also known as American Repertory Ballet, 
where she studied classical ballet, pointe, and pas de deux for 12 years. In 2018, Annika 
attended The Boston Conservatory at Berklee, where she performed works by distinguished 
choreographers such as Daniel Pelzig, Ruka Hatua-Saar White, and William Isaac.

DANCE FELLOW ALEXANDRA  
POLICARO

Alexandra Policaro trained at The Ailey School and Professional Performing Arts 
School. Under the direction of Jodie Gates, Alexandra graduated with a BFA from the 
USC Glorya Kaufman School of Dance in Los Angeles, CA. During her time at USC, she 
performed works by William Forsythe, Jirí Kylián, Alejandro Cerrudo, Matthew Neenan, 
Barak Marshall, and more.

DANCER ANDREA 
YORITA

Andrea Yorita is from Irvine, California, where she received her classical ballet training at 
Academy of Dance, under the direction of Merle Sepel, Rebecca Tsivkin, and Mignon 
Furman. In 2012, she graduated as a Gillespie Scholar with a BFA in Dance Performance 
from the University of California, Irvine, where she studied under Jodie Gates, Molly 
Lynch, and Donald McKayle. Originally trained under the R.A.D. syllabus, Andrea has 
completed all Vocational R.A.D. exams with Distinction, as well as received the Solo Seal 
Award. In 2008, Andrea competed as a finalist in the Genée International Ballet Competi-
tion in Toronto, Canada. She has participated in the National Choreographers Initiative as 
an apprentice and the Traverse City Dance Project, and she was a 2016 Dance Finalist for 
the Clive Barnes Award. Andrea joined BalletX in 2012.

DANCER SKYLER  
LUBIN

Skyler Lubin is originally from Miami Beach, Florida, also growing up in the New Jersey and 
Philadelphia area. She received her early training from The Rock School for Dance 
Education in Philadelphia, PA, then continued her training at the Miami City Ballet School. 
Skyler also attended summer programs at The School of American Ballet, San Francisco 
Ballet, and American Ballet Theatre. From 2010-2014, Skyler danced as a member of the 
Corps de Ballet with Miami City Ballet, under the direction of Edward Villella and Lourdes 
Lopez. She has performed in featured roles, including Flower Festival pas de deux, Swan 
Lake pas de trois, and Jerome Robbins’ Afternoon of a Faun, and has premiered pieces by 
Alexei Ratmansky and Liam Scarlett. Skyler joined BalletX in 2015.

DANCER ASHLEY  
SIMPSON

Ashley Simpson is originally from West Palm Beach, Florida and trained at A.W Dreyfoos 
High School of the Arts and School of Ballet Arts. Ashley graduated Magna Cum Laude 
from the Ailey/Fordham BFA program as a Dance major and Communications minor. 
During her time in college, Ashley performed the works of such choreographers as Dwight 
Rhoden, Alvin Ailey, Bradley Shelver, Nijawwon Matthews, Janice Rosario, Ebony Williams, 
Troy Powell, and Hope Boykin. Additionally Ashley was awarded the Denise Jefferson 
Memorial Scholarship; performed with the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre; and was a 
trainee/apprentice for Complexions Contemporary Ballet, performing with the company 
during their Joyce season. In 2020 she joined the dance ensemble for the movie 
production of Lin Manuel Miranda’s In The Heights, and was most recently a company 
member with Collage Dance Collective. Ashley joined BalletX in 2020. 

DANCER PETE LEO  
WALKER

From Jacksonville, Florida, Pete Leo Walker began his training at The Nutmeg Conservatory 
for the Arts. In 2010 Pete joined Charlotte Ballet under the direction of Jean-Pierre 
Bonnefoux and Patricia McBride, performing a diverse repertoire including works by George 
Balanchine, William Forsythe, Twyla Tharp, Jiri Kylian, Jean-Pierre Bonnefoux, Dwight 
Rhoden, Sasha Janes, and Jiri Bubenicek. In 2011 Pete received the prestigious Princess 
Grace Dance Fellowship Award and in 2012 was promoted to Principal Artist with the 
Charlotte Ballet. The following year he was listed in Dance Magazine’s “Top 25 to Watch,” 
and in December 2014, he performed Who Cares at the Kennedy Center Honors Awards, as 
tribute to Patricia McBride. Following his tenure with the Charlotte Ballet, Pete joined Aspen 
Santa Fe Ballet, touring nationally and internationally and performing works by artists such 
as Gerald Arpino, Jorma Elo, Cayetano Soto, Alejandro Cerrudo, Alexander Ekman, Nicolo 
Fonte, and Cherice Barton. While a company member with Aspen Santa Fe Ballet, Pete had 
the privilege of performing Gerlad Arpino’s Light Rain pas de duex at the Jacob’s Pillow 
2016 Season Opening Gala. Pete has been fortunate to return annually as a guest artist at 
Chautauqua Institution’s Alumni All-Star Ballet Gala. Pete joined BalletX in 2021.

DANCE FELLOWS
Launched in 2019 and sponsored by the Independence Foundation, the BalletX 
Dance Fellowship supports the next generation of contemporary ballet artists 
through mentorship, performance, and unique artistic development.

ˇ

Taraja Hudson trained at San Antonio Metropolitan Ballet under the direction of Susan 
and Karin Connally, and graduated with a BFA in Dance from The Boston Conservatory 
at Berklee in 2020, where she studied with renowned choreographers such as Ronald K. 
Brown, Darrell Grand Moultrie, and Dam Van Hyun.
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Leave a Legacy
Leave a legacy gift in your planned giving and leave a lasting impact on BalletX, 
securing the company’s future as a national home for innovation and creation.

VISIT: BalletX.org/legacy-giving

Become a Sponsor
Corporate and individual sponsors deepen their impact on BalletX’s world 

premiere ballets and outreach programs while enjoying one-of-a-kind branding 
opportunities and personalized experiences.

VISIT: BalletX.org/sponsor

Donate Today
As a BalletX donor, your generosity will reverberate through everything we do, 
from the creation of bold, original new work, to education and outreach that 

spreads the joy of dance throughout our city and nation.

VISIT: BalletX.org/donate

Make a Monthly Gift
Join our extraordinary donors who invest in BalletX with recurring 
monthly donations! As a monthly donor, you provide an essential 

foundation of support that keeps us dancing.

VISIT: BalletX.org/donate

Employer Match
Over 1,000 employers match their employee’s gifts to nonprofits like BalletX. 

Contact your HR department today to find out if your employer offers a 
corporate matching program!

WAYS TO SUPPORT

2

There are so 
many ways you 
can make 
an impact!



​Thank you to our incredible family of supporters! 
You make each season and performance possible.

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT

$300,000+
Alphadyne Foundation

William Penn Foundation

Wyncote Foundation

$100,000-$299,000
The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation

$75,000-$99,000
J. Watkins Fund for Arts and 
Education

The Shubert Foundation

$25,000-$74,999
Anne M. & Philip H. Glatfelter, 
III Family Foundation

Ballard Spahr, Andrews, and 
Ingersoll, LLC **

The CHG Charitable Trust

Entrust Financial, LLC

Leo Model Foundation

The Lida Foundation

National Endowment for the 
Arts

Smukler-Lasch Family Trust

Suzanne Roberts Cultural 
Development Fund

Zeldin Family Foundation

$15,000-$24,999
Independence Foundation

Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts

The Peter A. and Elizabeth S. 
Cohn Foundation

$10,000-$14,999
Clear Channel Outdoor **

The Nararo Foundation

Pew Center for Arts 
& Heritage

Sirlin Lesser & Benson, P.C. **

$5,000-$9,999
Hamilton Family Foundation, 
at the recommendation of 
Nancy Brent Wingo

Hangley Aronchick Segal 
Pudlin & Schiller

The New York Community 
Trust Witherspoon Fund

PECO

The Peggy and Ellis Wachs 
Family Foundation

Tag Communication Services

$2,500-$4,999
Connelly Foundation

Dolfinger-McMahon 
Foundation

St. Clair CPA Solutions **

Johnson & Johnson

$1,000-$2,499
Flathead Community 
Foundation

Fletcher Physical Therapy **

The LL Charitable Foundation

Merck Partnership for Giving

Moore Brothers Wine 
Company

Network for Good

Spain-USA Foundation

Under $1,000
Acacia Financial Group, Inc.

Amazon

Bodypathways Gyrotonic

Boeing

The DDK Foundation

Dell Technologies

Exelon Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Hewlett Packard Enterprise

IBM Corporation

Incyte Corporation

Vanguard Charitable 
Endowment Program

Uncle George Productions, 
LLC

** In-Kind Contribution

PREMIERE CIRCLE

Choreographer ($15,000 TO $24,999)
Dr. Peter H. Arger, in honor 
of Donald Stanley Wilf *

Alan B. Palmer ^

Arthur M. Kaplan & 
R. Duane Perry *

Eugene Lefevre & Deborah 
Boardman

Dancer ($10,000 TO $14,999)
The Nararo Foundation *

Charles L. Arnao & 
Rosemary Watts * ^

John Benson *

Jan P. Boswinkel *

Ruth Herd

Laurie R. Lucas *

Director ($25,000 to $49,999)
John & Jody Arnhold

Jeff & Susan Campbell

Joslyn Ewart *

Jeanne B. Fisher & 
Robert F. Lang *

Allen R. & Judith Brick 
Freedman *

Eugene & Alyce Fluder

Linda & David Glickstein *

Jim Goodwill *

Anna Marie & Richard 
Grossman *

Mary Kirson & Bob Bierman *

Jane G. Pepper *

Constance Smukler, Trustee, 
Smukler-Lasch Family Trust *

Bradley Frey 
The J. Watkins Endowment for the Arts and Education Fund

Producer ($50,000-$99,999)

DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Champion ($100,000 and above)
Janet & Jim Averill * Neal Krouse & Liz Knudsen *

Composer ($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous

Priscilla Brewster

Robert M. Dever

Rosanna D'Orazio & Kent 
Wagner *

Frances & Hal Feldbaum

Marsha & Jeff Gerdes *

Ann S. & Steven B. Hutton

Sol Katz & Pauline Candaux

Jonna Mackin

Rebecca Malcolm-Naib * ^

John M. Malcolm & Robert D. 
Mancuso, in honor of 
Rebecca Malcolm-Naib *

Dennis Oakes & Debra 
Rahn-Oakes *

Liz Ray *

Stephen Reidy

Vesna & Howard Sacks

Alexander Sanger and The 
New York Community Trust 
Witherspoon Fund

Michael Shannon *

Ellen B. Solms *

Michael M. Soojian & Terry A. 
McKissick

Tag Communication 
Services

Agnes Hsu-Tang & Oscar L. 
Tang, in honor of Heather 
Watts

Keith & Linda Thomson

Vince Tseng & Geoffrey 
Mainland *

Gary Turner & Dave Sawyer *

Peggy Wachs

Heather Watts & Damian 
Woetzel



Designer ($2,500 to $4,999)
Constance Benoliel-Rock

The Judy and Howard Berkowitz 
Foundation

J. Blaine Bonham &  
Richard Spitzborg

Warren Borish & Janet Moses

Priscilla Brewster

Natalie Brooks & Larry Katz * ^

Julia M. Bruno

Amy Concannon &  
Jonathan Schoenfeld

Tobey & Mark Dichter *

Daniel Drecksage & Leslie 
Sudock *

Kathryn Doyle & Alex Alexander

Chris & Karl Fritton *

Stuart & Angela Grodanz * ^

Erica Keisling & James    Callan *

A. James Laurino

Sissie & Herb Lipton *

Farid Naib

Stephanie & Michael Naidoff

Katie Recker & Matt      
Pappajohn * ^

Jill & Kevin Plancher

Catherine Robert

Marj Rosenblum *

Brendan & Vanessa Ryan * ^

Carl Sheingold, in honor  
of Caili Quan

Rachel Weiss & 
Joseph Traub *

Costumer ($1,000 to $2,499)
Anonymous (3)

Dirk Allen & Glenn Sykes

Jane & James Allsopp * ^

Gerald Appelstein, in memory 
of Jason Appelstein *

Peter Benoliel & Willo Carey

Jill F. Bonovitz

Jennifer & Jon Borish

Bruce & Deanna Bowman

Timothy P. Carey *

Janet & Lizi Calderwood

Nancy & Robert Cleveland *

Derek A. Coffman

Richard Dickstein & Jyll 
Portnoy *

Rob & Helen Diemer

Barbara Eberlein & Jerry 
Wind * ^

Mary Ehart *

Kenneth Foster & Mary 
Jenkins

Sharon Friedler & Jon 
Sherman

Paul & Claudia Gard

Marci Generose

Dina Ghen *

Libby Glatfelter

Wendy & Gregory Gosfield *

Patrick Hardy & Stephen 
Dahlan ^

Watsuki Harrington & Tim 
Lobach

Celeste Hemingson

Ian Kirschemann

Christopher Kohles & Jessica 
Gattinella *

John & Karin Kopesky *

Harry & Stacy LaBelle *

Lawrence LaFevre *

John Barry Lane, in memory 
of Jill Orner *

Nancy Lanham *

Krista & Jonathan Ledden

Emily Squires Levine & Ron 
Levine *

Marina Liem

Ted Lieverman & Gail 
Lopez-Henriquez ^

William A. Loeb *

Nadine Lomakin & Michael 
McPhilmy

Margaret & Bruce Mainland *

Jennifer & Gideon Malherbe

Tom & Linda McCarthy

Paul Mesard

Leslie Miller and Richard 
Worley Foundation

David & Linda Mintzer

Susan L. Mock *

Margaret C. Moran, in honor 
of Christopher Ryan

Marty Moss-Coane & James 
Coane *

Annmarie Naples

Bob & Toni Newton

Don & Barbara Parman *

Nicole J. Rademan, Esq. *

Bill & Judy Riches

Bill Robling & Deborah 
Kravetz

Eileen Rosenau *

Christine Ryan

Patricia Saddier *

Rob Saxon & Blair Weikert *

D. Schettler & K. Poling

Laura & Ron Siena

George R. Smith

Jim & Keith Straw ^

Kat Swift

Dr. R. J. Wallner *

Dr. Bettyruth Walter

Geraldine Wang

Arthur Wilson & Jane Foster

Leslea Baker Weil

Gary & Ladonna Wicklund

Kathyna Williams *

AMBASSADOR’S CIRCLE

Anonymous (6)

Anonymous, in honor of 
Linda & David Mintzer

Ellen Baxter & Robert 
Kavash

Kathleen M. Beaver

Tish & John Benci

Nancy & Jay Berkowitz *

Rebecca Bien & David 
Poll, M.D. *

Wesley & Annette Bowers

Beverly & Michael Budin

Sandy Cadwalader

Carol Christensen

Dr. Ken Cirka

Dan Cooperman *

Gerard & Susan D’Alessio

Christopher Darling & 
Frank Sherman *

Nancy Davis

Katy Dawley *

Maude de Schauensee

Frank Destra & Alex 
Fluker

Anne Dunworth

Joseph M. Evanchich & 
Linda Gattinella

Deborah Fine & Howie 
Krakow

Maxine & Jay Goldberg *

Susan & Sherwood 
“Woody” Goldberg

Lynn & Harry Groome

Crystal Gurin *

Diana & Robert Harding

Margaret Harris *

Sharon Harris

Dianne L. Heard *

Patrice Heller & Michael 
Ecker

Sara Hertz & Lee 
Meinicke *

Liza Herzog & Paul    
Curci * ^

Archibald C. Hewes *

C. Linus Hicks *

William C. Holmes *

Michael Imhof

William J. D. Jordan *

Dr. Joel & Mrs. Bobbie 
Porter

Donald & Dorothy Kardon 

R.E. Keppler & E.S. 
Feldman

Ken Kesslin

Charles Klaus & Patricia 
Del Camp

Joseph Kluger & Susan 
Lewis

Hedvika L. Knoth

Robert Locke & Sarah 
Thorne-Locke *

Rick & Nancy Pasquier

Lynn Marks & Clifford 
Pearlman

Jennifer L. Phillips

Rachel Maciag

Zandra L. Maffett

Dr. Nina Martinez & Tim 
Steinitz

Mazer/McManus Family

Kyra & Peter McGrath *

Janice McMillen *

Message Agency

Michelle Moreschi, M.D. *

Karen R. Nagel, PhD *

Rita C. Naremore

Paul & Diane Orleman

Andrea Pallen *

Joseph Paradin

Catherine M. Piontek

Jim & Kathy Policaro

Joyce & Tim Ratner *

Kathy Rouan

Stephen & Lizabeth 
Raynes

Stephanie Van  
Reigersberg

Keith M. Robinson

Jeanne Ruddy &  
Victor Keen

Carol Saline &  
Paul Rathblott

Bob Schwartz *

Andy & Bryna Scott

Dianne L. Semingson

Laura & Andrew Sparks *

James & Barbara 
Sterchele *

Nina Stuccio

Julian & Liz Sur

Judith E. Tannenbaum *

Carol Thomson

Marc & Megan Vetri *

Doris A. Williams *

Linda Witt &  
James Marsh

Advocate ($500 to $999)

Anonymous (22)

Anonymous, in honor of 
Anna R. Beresin

Anonymous, in honor of 
the Teachers from 
Beacon Center for 
Children *

Carole Abercauph *

Alice Abreu

Patreshettarlini Adams & 
Thomasenia Harrell

Alan & Arlene Alda

Heath Allen & Susan 
Ackerman

Nathalie F. Anderson

Richard & Barbara Arhart

Barrie & Georgia Ashby

Dr. Janice Asher

Dr. Regina Bannan *

Drs. Mary Barbe &  
Hugh Hart

Bonnie Barnes *

Fred Baurer & Sharon 
Pollak

Stacey Beckhardt *

Brea Bee

Lisa D. Benton, MD

Bill & Lisa Bernard

Betsie Blodgett

Michael A. Bloom

Michael & Jane Bloom *

Peter & Marcia Bloom

Jean Bodine, in honor of 
Jane G. Pepper

Veronique Bonnet-Vadot

Michael Bosnick

Ann Brentano

Judy Buchanan &  
Jim Parker

Gene Buckley &  
Colin Likens

Julie Caliwan & William 
Shinefield *

Christine Carlson *

John & Elizabeth Caulk

Hedy Cerwinka

Nancy Charkes

Sarun Charumilind & 
Mary Garcia Charumilind

Friend ($150 to $499)

Dilys Winegrad

Harriet & Ken Wiseman *

BJ Zellers & Lisa Fitton, in 
memory of George P. Turner

Benjamin Zuckerman & 
Marian Robinson
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A special thank you to all of our friends who do not appear in this program book. 

and supporters who do not appear in this program book.

Yvonne Chen

Jolley Christman *

Terry Lynn Clopper

Polly Cohen

Kathleen Conlon

Teri & Garth Connor

Daniel Coren &  
Gretta Leopold

Ed & Pat Coyle

Brian Cox & Diane 
Willette *

Michelle & Rob Craven

Sharon Daly

Bob & Leslie Damon *

Eleanor L. Davis

Terryl A. Decker

Judith DellaBadia *

Lisa Detwiler

Joseph DiDio & Charles 
Massucci

Marsha & Joel Dowshen

Tiffany DuBois-Morales

Rachel Blau DuPlessis & 
Robert S. DuPlessis

Joan M. Duckenfield

Lois & John Durso

Gail Irene Eastman

W. Dean & Sy Eastman

Phoebe Eliopolous

Anna Ensor

Wendy Epstein

Gil Feinberg & Nadeen 
Van Tuyle

David Finger *

Guy Fissel *

Mr. & Mrs. J. Forcella

Dodi Fordham & Sam 
Howe *

Steve Forjohn *

Marion Frank & Vincent 
Sanguineti

Alfred Andrew Fry

Stan Gaddy & Mark 
Duckett *

Sheila M. Galloway

Dan Gannon

Terri N. Gelberg

Cara Gentile

James Gildea

Amanda Branson Gill

Fran & John Gilmore

Susan Glazer

Leslie Goehl

Carrie & Jonathan 
Goldhill

Pareez Golub *

Jacqueline Gowen-
Tolcott *

Abigail Gray

Cathy & Gary Gray

Grebe Bopp Family

Julia Gruen

Paul & Terry Guerin *

Simon Guest

Maureen & Eric Hall

Joanne Hama

Stephen & Ona Hamilton

Saundra G. Hampson

James Haskins & Michael 
Whistler

Katherine Hatton & 
Richard Bilotti, in honor 
of Jane G. Pepper

Gwen Hauser *

Ann Hausmann

Linda Caruso Haviland *

Kurt Heine

Nicole Herman

Richard & Anita Hole *

Robert Holum

Glenn A. Holsten

Sandy & Ellen Horowitz

Caren & Stuart    
Hosansky *

Elizabeth Hudson & Carol 
Brownstein

Lauren E. Hughes *

Hugh & Sandra Janney

Sarah & Tait Johnson

Ann Rosalind Jones & 
Peter Stallybrass *

Roy & Melissa Kaiser

Anna Kamstra

Alan & Carol Kaplan

Edda Katz

Eleanor Kazdan & Gary 
King

Tracy Kelso *

Geni Klein

Paula Koda

Anmarie Kolinski

Robin Komita & Mario 
Moussa

Clarissa Koppius *

Eva Kosanovic

Shira Kramer & Leon 
Josowitz

Leah & Henry Kranzler

Marsha & Ivan Krouk

Muriel Kudera

Andre Kurmann

Christopher Laine & Larry 
Waldroup

Annette Leavy

Anne & Wynn Lee

Ann Lesch

Julian Lethbridge

Ellie-Anne & Rudy Lewis

Carol & Howard Lidz

Michael Lillys *

Fred Linge

Jeanette Litts

Russell & Suzanne 
Loverdi

Molly Lynch

D’Arcy Lyness

Patricia Ma

Tina MacDonald

Cirel & Howard Magen *

Anne Maija

Fran Martin

Gail & Holman Massey

Eileen R. Mathers

Martha Matthews

Jacqueline Meckwood

Bivi Mendez

Sue Micklos-Zucca

Dolores M. Miller

Lauren L. Miller *

Patricia B. Miller, in honor 
of Jeanne Fisher

Sarah Miller

Jennifer Moore & Bruce 
Davis

Rhonda & James Mordy

Lauri & John Mulvey

Sonya & Peter Murphy

Kayleigh Nance

Mary LeGere Newton, in 
memory of Barbara 
Weisberger *

Virginia & Peter Nissen

Natalie R. Weathers 
Nixon *

Sandra Norcross

Nancy & Dennis 
O’Donnell

Stephen & Jane 
Olmstead, in memory of 
Harriet & Joseph 
D’Antonio

Dorothy Pak

Michele L. Palamountain

Rocco & Michelle Perate

Carol Perloff & Abby 
Donnenfeld

J Peterson

Marlene Petter *

Richard Phillips *

Patricia Ann Piro

Deborah Pizzi

Don & Fran Plummer

Douglass & Anne Post

The Potocki Family

Liz Price

Ellen M. Ravin

Eva Ray

Kara Schuette Read & 
Bok Read

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Recker

Abe & Sherri Reich

Judith Renzulli & Curtis 
Reitz *

Myra Rosenberg & Larry 
Glass

Carol Rosenblat

Philip & Merle Rosenfeld

Sophia Rosenfeld & 
Matthew Affron

Judith L. Rossman, in 
memory of Rebecca 
Ladenheim

Tracy Russo & Mitch Kelly

Fran Schulman

Merle & Stan Saft

Pat & Scott Sanders

Val & Patsy Sauri

Tom & Alycia 
Scannapieco

Dr. Margo Schleman

Courtney Schreiber

Cate Royer Schubert

Robert & Diana Scott

Patty & Stephen Segal

Nikandra Shaffer

Gabriella Arauco-Shapiro

Judy Shapiro

Robert & Karen Sharrar

Robert Shasha, in 
memory of Susan 
Benson

Susan Singer

Carole Luppescu  
Sklaroff *

Heather Smalley

Hether Smith

Lenore Steiner

Carolyn Storer *  

Lisa Strachan

Peter Stramese *

Gaynor Strickler

Joanne Sundheim

Rob & Kelly Tannen

Hal Taussig &  
Susan Cole *

Simone Temporal

Allison Trimarco &  
David White *

Tom Turner

Ken & Mollie Traub

Shirley & Howard Trauger

Frank Trommler &  
Natalie Huguet

Kara & Steve Udicious *

Salem Valentino

Deborah Vaughan-Gowen

Eric Wagner

Samuel Wallace

Eliza S. Walmsley

Ed Wasserman, in honor 
of Zelda Wasserman

Dr. Jennifer Watts &  
Dr. Mitch Green

Suzanne Weintraub

Cathy Weiss *

Matt & Amanda Weko

Joan K. Wells

Jessica Welsh

William & Bonnie White

Jan Wiewiora & Joyce 
Beerbower *

Edward Wilk *

Travis Wilson, in honor of 
Dr. Natalie Nixon

Bertram & Lorle Wolfson

Lisa Wojtowicz & David 
Muse

Phoebe Wood &  
Stephen Seplow

Terence Woods &  
Helena Dobromilski

Deborah Zarnow

* Contributed in each of the past three seasons    ^ Board Emeritus

Exelon Corporation

First Tennessee Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

IBM Corporation

Johnson & Johnson

Merck Partnership for Giving

Susquehanna International 
Group, LLP

Vanguard Group Foundation

William Penn Foundation

Employer Matching Gifts

Thank You to our Community Partners
Albert M. Greenfield School

Art-Reach

Arts & Business Council of 
Greater Philadelphia

Bache-Martin School

Ballard Spahr LLP

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Cherry Street Pier

City Fitness

Chester A. Arthur School

Clear Channel Outdoor

Drexel University

Esperanza

Fleisher Art Memorial

Fletcher Physical Therapy

The Franklin Institute

Free Library of Philadelphia

Friends of the Avenue of the Arts

Friends of the Rail Park

FringeArts

Girls First

Glen Foerd

Dr. Marc Harwood

Historic Germantown

Longwood Gardens

The Mann Center for the 
Performing Arts

Miles Table and Catering

Moore Brothers Wine Company

Mural Arts Philadelphia

Natural Lands

Philadelphia Museum of Art

Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Play On Philly

The Shops at Liberty Place

Sirlin Lesser & Benson, PC

South of South Neighborhood 
Association

Stephen Girard School

Sunrise of Philadelphia

University City District

The Wilma Theater

This list acknowledges all contributions made to BalletX during the 12-month period from June 11, 2020 to June 
11, 2021. If your name has been omitted or misprinted, please accept our deepest apologies and kindly notify us 
by contacting James Ihde at 215-225-5389 x106 or jihde@balletx.org.
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• CLASSICAL TRAINING FOR AGES 3-18
• PRE-PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

• BOYS’ SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
• ADULT CLASSES

 
www.metropolitanballetacademy.com 

215.663.1665
 

24 25

Created by New Saloon
Text by Anton Chekhov
Translations by Marian Fell, Laurence Senelick, Paul Schmidt, 
Carol Rocamora, Milo Cramer, and Google Translate 
Directed by Yury Urnov

SIX TRANSLATIONS OF UNCLE VANYA AT THE SAME TIME

Minor  
Character

OCTOBER 5-24

“HYSTERICAL, INVENTIVE, AND BRILLIANT”   -New York Theatre Review

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 
wilmatheater.org

215-546-7824

Workshop photo by Michael Kiley.

January 9-10, 2022
Perelman Theater, Kimmel Center 

PCMS is thrilled to collaborate with BalletX as it makes its 
Kimmel Center debut alongside the Calidore String Quartet 
and 2019 Tchaikovsky Competition Winner Zlatomir Fung. 
Choreographed by BalletX cofounder Matthew Neenan, the 
dances are set to music by Franz Schubert and Kevin Puts. 
The first highlights Schubert’s playful richness and intensity 
while Credo reflects upon Neenan’s travels in India.

BALLETX 
CALIDORE QUARTET
ZLATOMIR FUNG, cello

Tickets $30 / pcmsconcerts.org
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BalletX Box Office 215-225-5389

SEP. 9-12, 2021

ARTISTIC & EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR AND CO-FOUNDER

Christine Cox

ASSOCIATE  
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Tara Keating

CO-FOUNDER

Matthew Neenan

COMPANY

Shawn Cusseaux

Jonah Delgado

Francesca Forcella

Savannah Green

Zachary Kapeluck

Blake Krapels

Skyler Lubin

Ashley Simpson

Pete Leo Walker

Andrea Yorita

DANCE FELLOWS

Taraja Hudson

Annika Kuo

Alexandra Policaro

PRODUCTION & FACILITIES MANAGER 
STAGE MANAGER

Jason Pizzi

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR

Kereni Sanchez

PRODUCTION SOUND ENGINEER

Joseph Samala

SOUND & BACKLINE TECHNICIAN

Christopher Sannino

WARDROBE

Rebbecca Austin

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR  
OF OPERATIONS

Megan O’Donnell

DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

James Ihde

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Shannon Hennessey

EDUCATION  & COMMUNITY MANAGER

Anne White

DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR

Christina Dunnington

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR

Emily Bernard

DANCE EXCHANGE TEACHING 
ARTISTS & MUSICIANS

Barnel Anderson

Kevin Harris II

Chanel Holland

Gabriel Miller

Joshua Shaffer

Stephanie Stevens

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Janet Averill 
Chair

John Benson 
Vice Chair

Neal Krouse 
Vice Chair

Frances Sperling Feldbaum 
Treasurer

Mary W. Kirson 
Secretary

Mark Aronchick

Jan P. Boswinkel, MD

Robert M. Dever

Joslyn Ewart

Jeanne B. Fisher

Bradley Frey, DDS

Marci Generose

Timothy D. Katsiff

Dennis Oakes

Michael Shannon

Michael M. Soojian, MD

Stanford Thompson

Gary Turner

Megan Vetri

COMPANY AGENT

Margaret Selby 
Selby/Artists MGMT 
mselby@selbyartistsmgmt.com 
212-382-3260

ART DIRECTION & DESIGN

Matthew Bouloutian / Modern Good

Emma Lindsay

PHOTOGRAPHER

Gabriel Bienczycki

NEXT UP
JAN. 8-9 ≥ Philadelphia Chamber Music Society
At The Kimmel Center


